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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3, and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rautila 
(U.S. Patent 6,524,189). 

As to claim 1, the Rautila reference discloses a method for a user to play a game stored 
on a first mobile communication device over a mobile communication network ("the display 220 
may be used to display a representation of a game. For example, the phone may include games 
programmed therein that the user may play while not using the other functions of the phone" 
(Col. 4, lines 38-41)), the method comprising: 

connecting the first mobile communication device to a server of the mobile 
communication network in order to play the game over the mobile communication network 
("FIG. 3 illustrates a multi-player game system 300 according to the present invention. In FIG. 3, 
mobile phones 310, 312, 314 are coupled in a game scenario through a base station 320. The 
base station 320 is connected to a game server 330 via a network 340. Each mobile phone 310, 
312, 314 include a game unit 340, 342, 344 respectively" (Col. 4, lines 49-54). "One mobile 
telephone 3 10 can link more than one game 340, 342 unit to the network 340 thus enabling 
multiple game units 340, 342 to play games through a single mobile telephone 3 10. In addition, 
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the playing device itself 340 may contain radio unit in order to connect to the PLMN" (Col. 5, 
lines 9-13)); and 

disconnecting the first mobile communication device with the server when the game is 
finished (the mobile telephone 310 connects to the network and server to play a game with other 
mobile telephones connected to the network. It is inherent that the mobile phone 310 disconnects 
from the network and server when a game is finished). 

As to claim 3, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
connecting a second mobile communication device having the same game with the server 
("the mobile telephone 3 10, 3 12, 3 14 are connected to each other by a short range radio 
communication link or, alternatively, through the public land mobile network (PLMN)" (Col. 4, 
lines 58-61)); and 

establishing a connection between the first and second mobile communication devices so 
that the first and second mobile communication devices are capable of interacting to play the 
game stored on the first and second mobile communication devices ("in FIG. 4, game unit 1 422, 
game unit 2 432 and game unit 5 422 have been configured to play a first game. Game unit 1 
422, game unit 2 432 and game unit 5 442 are coupled to the network (not shown) via mobile 
phones 420, 430, 440 respectively" (Col. 5, lines 50-54)). 

As to claim 8, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the first 
mobile communication device displays a game status while the game is being played ("game 
state information" in Col. 6, lines 36-52. "The message displays may be provided for 
presentation on the mobile phones or on the game device" (Col. 6, lines 58-60)). 




• 
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As to claim 9, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the first 
mobile communication device is a cellular phone ("one mobile telephone 310 can link more than 
one game 340, 342 unit to the network 340 thus enabling multiple game units 340, 342 to play 
games through a single mobile telephone 310. In addition, the playing device itself 340 may 
contain radio unit in order to connect to the PLMN" (Col 5, lines 9-13)). 

As to claim 10, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the mobile 
communication network is a cellular phone network ("the mobile telephone 3 10, 3 12, 3 14 are 
connected to each other by a short range radio communication link or, alternatively, through the 
public land mobile network (PLMN)" (Col. 4, lines 58-61)). 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 6,524,189 to Rautila in view of et al. Tuomela et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0077086 Al). 

As to claims 2 and 4, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claims 1 and 3. 
However, it does not disclose if the first mobile communication device does not receive signals 
from the server and the second mobile communication device for a predetermined amount of 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



time, disconnecting the first mobile communication device from the server. The Tuomela 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/064,8 1 5 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2685 

reference teaches if the first mobile communication device does not receive signals from the 
server and the second mobile communication device for a predetermined amount of time, 
disconnecting the first mobile communication device from the server ("for this purpose, and 
referring also to FIG. 5, the caller's mobile station 10 waits for a reply message only for a certain 
period of time (Step B), and after that notifies the caller that the recipient is not responding. The 
caller can then abort" (page 6, col. 1, paragraph [0060], lines 8-12)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Rautila to further comprise if the first mobile 
communication device does not receive signals from the server for a predetermined amount of 
time, disconnecting the first mobile communication device from the server, as taught by 
Tuomela, in order to provide a timeout mechanism and keep the mobile communication device 
from deadlock. 

5. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
6,524,189 to Rautila in view of Goldberg et al. (U.S. Patent 6,712,702). 

As to claim 5, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 1. However, it does not 
disclose terminating the game after a limited period of time. The Goldberg reference teaches 
terminating the game after a limited period of time ("a tournament typically requires a 
tournament player to complete a specified number of blackjack games in a predetermined 
amount of time and/or to complete a specified number of blackjack games out of total number of 
blackjack games" (Col. 8, lines 41-46). See also Col. 14, lines 8-26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Rautila to further comprise terminating the 
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game after a limited period of time, as taught by Goldberg, in order to complete a tournament 
game in a predetermined allotted time period. 

As to claim 6, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 1. However, it does not 
disclose terminating the game after a limited number of rounds. The Goldberg reference teaches 
terminating the game after a limited number of rounds (see Col. 31, lines 47-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Rautila to further comprise terminating the 
game after a limited number of rounds, as taught by Goldberg, in order to determine a winner 
after a number of rounds. 

As to claim 7, the Rautila reference discloses the method of claim 6. However, it does not 
disclose the game is won by winning a majority of the number of rounds. The Goldberg 
reference teaches the game is won by winning a majority of the number of rounds (see Col. 31, 
lines 47-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Rautila wherein the game is won by winning a 
majority of the number of rounds, as taught by Goldberg, in order to determine a winner after a 
number of rounds. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Angell et al. (U.S. Patent 6,702,672) discloses wireless interactive gaming system. 



I 
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b. Grimm et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0091833 Al) discloses 
network match maker. 

c. Hutcheson et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0068592 Al) 
discloses method and system for providing communications services. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duy K Le whose telephone number is 703-305-5660. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F Urban can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Duy Le 
April 29, 2004 
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